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without heavy loss of condition from the plains to the coast.
An attempt was made some years ago by an English Company
to establish cattle-rearing on a large scale in the San Fernando
de Apure district to supply freezing works erected at Puerto
Cabello, but the venture has met with very indifferent success.

It appears that there are now much fewer cattle in the Vene-
zuelan plains of the Orinoco than there have been in the past.
Diseases account for some of the decline, but the heritage of
revolutionary outbreaks in the form of shortage of capital and an
unwillingness to embark on efforts and outlays for which there is
little immediate return, is also to be blamed. Advances in the
industry require the expenditure of much capital and labour in
improving the herds and pastures, eradicating diseases, and laying
out proper means of communication. The Meta savannahs in
Colombia are said to be naturally well suited to the cattle-rearing
industry. Much of them lies at a moderate elevation, and the
rainfall there is more evenly distributed throughout the year than
in the llanos. But they are still quite cut off from the world's
markets. Time alone will show whether they can become really
important as a source of supply of cattle.

The population of the whole lowland arc from the Orinoco
delta to the divide south of the Guaviare basin is very small.
Economically it has lagged behind, while other parts of South
America have shot ahead. The hardy cattlemen, known as
Llaneros, who have adapted themselves on a primitive plane of
existence to the trying conditions there, are the chief permanent
inhabitants outside the few towns ; and though efforts have been
made by the central government as well as by foreign enterprises
to develop the cattle industry on modern lines, little progress
has been achieved.

1 An ambitious programme of road construction has, in fact, been
carried out in preference to extending the railway system. From the
Great Andean highway linking Caracas with San Cristobal via Valencia
and M6rida two others strike out into the Llanos : the Carretera Occidental
over the western Llanos south-west from Valencia to San Cristobal where
it joins the Great Andean, and the Carretera Oriental, south-east from a
point near Caracas to Ciudad Bolivar, with a branch to San Fernando
de Apure.